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SUBJECT: DETAINEE TO CHARGE POLICE WITH ATTEMPTED MURDER 

1 . FEBRUARY 5 RAND DAILY MAIL REPORTED THAT ACCORDING 
TO POLICE A YOUNG BLACK DETAINEE FELL FROM A FOURTH 

FLOOR WINDOW OF DRUGERSDORP POLICE STATION FEB 4 WHILE TRYING 
TO ESCAPE. DETAINEE REPORTEDLY FRACTURED HIS BACK AFTER 
FALLING ON A CONCRETE CANOPY ON THE FIRST FLOOR AND IS IN 
SERIOUS CONDITION AT LERATONG HOSPITAL. KRUGERSDORP. 

2. EMBOFF MET WITH SISTER-IN-LAW OF DETAINEE AND FAMILY 
ATTORNEY ON FEBRUARY 12. SISTER-IN-LAW STATED THAT JOSEPH 
VUSIMUSI NYANTHI, 31, AN EMPLOYEE OF SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS, 

WAS PICKED UP BY POLICE LAST NOVEMBER IN KURGERSDORP. FAMILY 
HAS THEREAFTER GONE TO POLICE STATION EVERY WEDNESDAY TO BRING 
CLEAN CLOTHING FOR DETAINEE. FAMILY FIRST AWARE SOMETHING 
WRONG ON MORNING FEBRUARY 2 WHEN POLICE COULDN'T EXPLAIN WHY 
THEY DID NOT HAVE DETAINEE'S SOILED CLOTHING FOR EXCHANGE. 
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FAMILY SUBSEQUENTLY HEARD THROUGH GRAPEVINE THAT DETAINEE WAS 
QUESTIONED EXTENSIVELY FEBRUARY 1 AND THAT FALL OCCURRED IN 
EARLY HOURS FEBRUARY 2. FAMILY RECEIVED TIP FROM HOSPITAL 
ORDERLY FEBRUARY 2 THAT DETAINEE WAS IN WARD 15 IN SERIOUS 
CONDITION. SISTER-IN-LAW WENT TO HOSPITAL SAME EVENING, 

SAW AND WAVED AT DETAINEE IN WARD BUT WAS PREVENTED FROM 
SPEAKING TO HIM BY SECURITY POLICEMAN. RELATIVES RETURNED 
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FEBRUARY 3 AND DIFFERENT SECURITY OFFICER ALLOWED CONVERSATION 
WITH DETAINEE. BECAUSE SECURITY OFFICER WAS WITHIN EARSHOT, 

TALK CENTERED ENTIRELY ON FAMILY AND FINANCIAL MATTERS. WHEN 
FAMILY RETURNED ON FEB 4, SECURITY OFFICER WAS NOT AT DESK IN 
WARD AND SISTER-IN-LAW WAS ABLE FOR FIRST TIME TO ASK DETAINEE 
ABOUT CIRCUMSTANCES OF HIS FALL. DETAINEE SAID "THEY PUSHED 
ME OUT OF A FOURTH FLOOR WINDOW." SISTER-IN-LAW SAID ALLEGATION 
REPEATED WHEN HER HUSBAND ARRIVED A FEW MINUTES LATER. POLICE 
LATER BARRED TWO ATTEMPTED VISITS ON FEB 7 AND 8. FEB 12 
MEETING WITH LAWYER WAS FIRST ATTEMPT TO SECURE LEGAL AID. 

3. FAMILY AND LAWYER ARE DETERMINED TO BRING POLICE TO COURT 
FOR ATTEMPTED MURDER OF DETAINEE. THIS IS FIRST KNOWN INSTANCE 
IN WHICH A DETAINEE MANAGED TO PASS WORD TO OUTSIDE. 
PREPARATION FOR CASE IS STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL AND NEITHER PRESS 
NOW PUBLIC IS AWARE OF DETAINEES STATEMENT TO RELATIVES. 
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